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Executive Summary
Project title: Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Protection
Applicant: The Nature Conservancy

Project description and location
The Nature Conservancy requests $2~g19.980 fi’om the 1999 CALFED Ecnsystem Restoration Program
for the acquisition, initial stewardship, and monitoring of ctiffcai riparian easements totaling more than
6.100 acres along the middle reaches of Battle Creek in the upper Sacramento River watershed. In
addition to CALFED funding, The Nature Conservanqy is also pursuing funds from other public and
private sources to support Battle Creek restoration projects, The proposed project is pa~ of a
comprehensive effort to restore and protect s continuous corridor of riparmn, aquatic, and associated
upland habitat along key tributaq¢ streams of the Sacramento River in eastern Tehama and Shasta
Counties, including Deer. Mill, and Battle Creeks. This proposal is being subn~itt~ for funding under the
IIabitat Restoration: Cha~mals. Floodplaies and Marshes category

The proposed project includes funding to permanently preserve four key properties on Battle Creek in
order to protect existing spades and aquatic halY~tat TNC intends to acquire consarvanon eesemems ot~
three of the properties. For the fourth property, TNC intends to acquire the property in fee. and funding m
requested either to partially fund the purehese of the property or to fund a conservation easement if the
property, vddl be resold. Each acquisition wdl be purchased from a willing seller at a purchase price
determined by a qualified appraiser. Stewardship and monitoring activities include preparation ofinltlal
resource assessments to pro’4de a baseline monitoring report for each prope~y, fencing of riparian areas
or~ three properties, and morfitoring of neotropical migrant birds conducted by the Point Keyes Bi~d
Observatory

Ecological/Biologlcal Objectives
The proposed project supports the objectives of the CALFED B~ty-Delta Program by focusing on Priority
Group 1 species and at-risk habitats and by providing broad ecosystem benefits The primary
biological/ecological CALFED objectives of this proposal are

¯ To protect and restore natural riparian, aquatic, and terrestrial habitats in order to maintain
continuous habitat corridors along key tributary streams and al their confluences with the main
stem of the upper Sacramento Biver.

* To improve the long-term sustainabili~ of freshwater fish habitat and the natural
production of anadromous fish populations, in particularsteelhead trout and w’mter-run, spring-
run. fall-run, and late fall-run chinook salmon

* To protect essential fish habitat that support various life cycle stages of chinook salzno~l and
steelhead trout from degradation by purchasing conservation easements from willing sellers.

Battle Creek supports a Sacramento River tributary ecosystem that is highly ranked in the CALFED
Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan and in the U S. Fish and Wildlife Serviea’s Anadromous Fish
Re~toration Plan. Already, a significant restoration project has been proposed ou Battle Creek through
the Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project ("Battle Creek Restoration Project") between
the Resource Agencies (Califumia Departmenl offish & Game. National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S.
Bureau of Realamation and U S Fish & Wildlife Service) and PG&E Implementation of the Battle Creek
Rnstnration ProJect will reopen ond restore 42 miles of instream aquatic habitat for all four runs of native
salmon as well as steelhead trout This proposal complements the Battle Creek Restoration Project by
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protecting Battle Creek’s riparian habitat and freshwater springs through the protection and initial
stewardship efkey riparian properties In addition, this proposal supports CALFED Ecosystem
Restoration Program obiectives by protecling Priority Group 1 species, including willler-run and
spring-run chinook salmon, steelhead tront, and late fall-run chinook salmon, as well as other high-
priority species including the pacific lamprey, valley elderberry longhorn beetle, and bald eagle.

Costs and third-party impacts
The total request for funds is $2,819,980 This figure includes funding for acquisitign and initial
stewardship activities as well as operations costs. Other funds needed to support the long-term
monitoring for these properties will be raised separately from other public and private sources There are
no known negative third-party impacts [’ram the activities fur which we are rcquesthlg funding.

Applicant qualifications
For more than ten years, The Nature Co~tservancy has worked with private landowners, public agencies,
and the local watershed conservancies t~ coordinate conserv’ation efforts on the upper Sacramento River
and several of its tributaries The Nature Conservancy has been active in the protection and enhancement
c~fkey habitat lands within the Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge, on Jgattle, Deer and Mill
Creeks, and at Gray Davis Dye Creek and ’vqna Plains Preserves. Monitoring and data eraluation
The proposed project includes both biologicaI and compliance monitoring components. Biological
monitoring ,,viii include initial resource assessments of each property. Compliance monitoring ~vi!l be
designed and implemented on all easemant properties The Nature Conservancy will al~o coordinate with
ongoing large scale moni;oring programs in the project arez, including the salmon monitoring programs
conducted by the USF&WS.

Local support/coordination witk other progran~’/eompatibility with CALFED objectives
The Nature Conservancy has been working cooperatively with the local watershed conservancies on
Deer, Mill, and Battle Creeks and with state and federal agencies The proposed project is entirely
consistent with CALFED objectives in that the project addresses the need to improve and expand aquatic
and "terrestrial habitats and upgrade ecological functions in the Bay-Delta ecosystem ha order to support
sustainable populations of diverse and valuable plant and animal species The proposed project is also
oompatiNe with the objectives of other CALFED program elements.

Battle Creek Riparian Habita~ Protection 2
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Project Descriptiun

Project description
The Nature Conservancy requests $2,819,980 from thu 1999 CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program
l’or the acquisition, initial stewardship and monitoring of critical riparian properties totaling more than
6,100 acres along the middle reaches of Battle Creek in the upper Sacramento River watershed,

This proposal is being submitted for funding under the Habitat Restoration Channels, Floodplains and
Marshes category. The proposed project supports the objectives of the CAI,FED Bay-Delta Program by
focusing on protecting riparim~ hahitat fm Priority (h oup 1 species and by providing broad ecosystem
benefits. The proposed project expands an ongoing~ collaborative effort to protect and restore a
continuous corridor of riparian, aquatic, and associated upland habitat along key tributary streams
including Battle, Deer, and Mill Creeks and at their confluences with the main stem of the upper
Sacramento River.

Land acquisition under this proposal will focus on the protection of four key properties. Tbe Nature
Conservancy intends to acquire conservation easements on three properties along the main stem of Battle
Creek in order to provide permanent consols’alien protection of natm al processes while maintaining land
in private use and ownership For the fourth property, which is on the North Fork of Battle Creek, the
Conse*-cancy intends to acquire lt~e property in fee, and funding is requested either to partially fund the
purchase of the property or to fund a conservation ensement if the property will be resold, ffthe property
is to be held by the Conservancy beyond the three-year grant term, a conservation management plan will
be developed for the propet~y The terms of the easements or conservation management plan will ensure
the protection of the riparian habitat and connectivity of the stream to the surrounding land, but may vary
slightly to fit a particular property or a landowner’s needs,

Wtth the signing of the historic Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project final agreement in
principle ("Battle Crenk Restoration Project") by the Resource Agencies (California Department offish
and Ganle, Nalional Marble Fisheries Selwice, U S Bmeau of Reclamation and U.g. Fish and Wildlife
Service) and PG&E to restore instrenm flows and install fish ladders and screens, it is now important to
protect the relatively pristine habitat along the stream from degradation and development. The specific
properties identified for protection are high-priority candidates for preservation due to their stralegic
locations. These properties are shown in Figures 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Miller Ranch (1,600 acres) is located on the main stem of Battle Creek above the Coleman Fish
Hatchery and has frontage on both sides of’Battle Creek. This stretch of the creek serves as a
spawning area for fall-run and late Fail-run chinook sahnon and as a holding area for spring-rm~
chinook salmon The property is currently held by a trustee due to a bankruptcy, and the
Conservancy is currently working with the trustee and interested parties on the disposition of the
property. The C.nnset~,ancy may purchase the property in fee attd then resell the property with a
conservation easement, or we may work with other interested parties who would purchase the
underlying fee with the Conservancy purchasing the conservation easement. Funding is requested
only tbr the value of the conservation easement Sections of the riparian habitat would be fenced
where needed to keep livestock from entering the creek.

¯ McCampbell Ranch (1,400 acres) is contiguous to the Mitler property and has extensive
frontage along the north side of Battle Creek and additional frontage on the south side. The
property is important to protect wlnter-run and spring-run fish passage as well as the habitat of
Baldwin Creek. Baldwin Creek; which enters Battle Creek ~om this property, supports steelhead
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trout and winter-run juvenile rearing habitat. The total size of the much is 2,000 acres; however,
the proposed conservation easement would cover approximately 1,400 acres of key habitat and
floodplain. Sections of the riparian habitat will he fenced where needed to keep livestock from
entering the creeks.

¯ Long Ranch (3,100 acres) is located on the south side of Battle Creek with frontage along the
South Fork, and it is adjacent to the Miller and McCampbell Ranches. This portion of the creek
is impo~tant for ,Muter-ran and spring-ta~n fish passage While much of tiffs ]_2,000-acre ranch is
within the watershed of Battle Creek~ the proposed conservation easement would cover the
riparian habitat area of 3,100 acres. The Long, Miller~ and McCampbell Ranches represent three
large private landholdings that have served to protect an intact riparian habitat along miles of
Battle Creek.
Brainerd Ranch (80 acres) is on the North l~ork of Battle Creek with almos’~ one mile of
frontage on the south zide of the fork above Engle Canyon Dam and frontage along Digger
Creek. Protection of this property would preserve important winter-run and spring-run chinook
salmon spawning habitat. The property is on the market, mad the Conservancy is currently
negotiating to purchase it in fee. We may either hold the property or resell the underlying fee
while recording a conservation easement. The property has adjudicated water fights which are
ctwrently leased to PG&E. Acquisition of this property will provide the opportunity to assess the
future uses of those water rights. The Conservmaey would fence tlie riparian habitat to limit
intrusion from livestock in the creek.

The protecfiun of these Battle Creek properties complements acquisitions being made by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM’) in the lower reaches of the creek. The purchase of conservation easements on
Battle Creek is supported by the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy and occurs with willing sellers
only.

Stewardship and Monitoring activities include: preparation of initial resource assessments to provide a
baseline monitoring report for eanh property, fencing of riparian areas on three properties, and bird
monitoring of neotropieal migrants enndueted by the Point Keyes Bird Observatory. Funding for long-
term compliance monitoring of the conservation easement is not requested in this proposal and will be
funded separately

Proposed scope of work
The fullowing describes the tasks and deliverablas for the proposed project. Project costs and schedule
can be found in the Cost sectiou.

Acquisition. Tasks include all necessary due diligence steps including appraisals, hazardous
materials assessments, pregaration of Easement Documentation ReporLs, and surveys (if
necessary). The Conservancy is currently working with the landowners of all four properties, We
plan to complete all four acquisitions within the three-year term of the ~rant. ~’of the Long,
McCampbell, and Miller ranches, the Conservancy will submit to CALFED or the representative
agency a copy of the recorded conservation easements. For the Brainerd ranch, the Conservancy
will submit the proposed management plan for the property or the recorded conservation
easement, as the case may be. The Conservancy will request tlmt, if poaKtble, capital funds be
placed in escrow prior to closings or as an alternative, the Conservancy will close with its own

Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Protection 4

I --01 4851
1-014851



funds and request reimbursement from CALFED for capital costs in addition Io other acquisition

Stewardship and l~Ionitoring. Following acquisition, initial stewardship activities will include
fencing of sensitive riparian areas on tluee ptope/t~es and development of the h~tial resource
assessments. The Conservancy will subcontract with Point Reyes Bird Observatory to conduct
bird monitoring ofneolropical migrants in the Battle Creek watershed
Project management. The Conservancy ~vill oversee all phases of the project, including land
acquisition and con~,racts for professional services and biological monitoring We will continue to
participate in local landowner meetings regarding land protection strategies in the regionand to
cooperate with the three local watershed organizations and other private and public agencies.

Loctttion~oound~trie~ of the project

The propevies described in this proposal are located in the watershed of Battle Creek in Shasta and
Teh~una counties in the Northern Sacramento Valley Ecological Management Zone These parcels are all
identical as high priority for promction because of their stralegic location on Battle Creek, which
supports various life cycles of Priori~ Group I species, and because they include prope~ies at risk of
incompatible development and habitat degradation

Pigures 1 and 2 show locarmns of the properties and illu~rate the parcelization that has occurred around
Battle Creek.
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Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Frotection - Figure
General Location

Battle Creek Watershed



Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Protection - Figure 2
Proposed Ease~ent Properties

Battle Creek Watershed



Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Protection - Figure 3.,
Miller and McCampbell properties
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Ecologlcal/biological benefits

The proposed project supports the objectives of the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan by
focusing on Priority Group I species and riparian and fish habitats and by providing broad ecosystem
benefits. The primary biological/ecological CALFED objectives are

¯ To protect and restore natural riparian, aquatic, and terrestrial habitats in order to maintain
continuous habitat corridors along key tributary streams and at their confluences with the main
stem of the upper Sacramento River.

¯ To improve the long-term sustainability of freshwater fish habitat and the natural
production of anadromous fish populations, in partleniar steelhead trout and winter-run, spring-
run, fall-run, and late fall-run chinook salmon.

¯ To protect essential fish habitat that suppor~ various life cycle stages of chinook salmon and
steelhead trout from degradation by purchasing conservation easements From willing sellers.

W~th instreaan flow issues being addressed by the Battle Creek Restoration Project, the protection of the
riparian habitat along Battle Creek and its tributaries is an important next step. Such protection would
lLmit future development in the riparian corridor which could lead to groundwater extraction from new
wells and degradation of water quality from increased use of septic systems. Such habitat protection is
also important to promote the continued health of riparian vegetation and the crock’s freshwater springs
and natural processes. The project’s main sciemifie hypothesis is that the proposed acquisitions and
easements will protect habitat, including freshwater springs, for all four runs of chinook sabnon and
steelhead trout and will enhance riparian and stream bank conditions

Priority Species and Habitats

Battle Creek is a high priority for protection due to its existing populations of Priority Group I
anadromous fish species and other at-rlsk species, including the pacific lamprey and the valley elderberry
longhorn beetle, and due to its pristine riparian and fish habitat The project benefits several Priority
Group I species and h~bitals as descfbed in the Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan:

Sacramento winter-run and spring-run chinook salmon and steelhead trout. The proposed
project benefits these first-tier priority species by protecting the;~r natal rearing areas, holding
areas, migratory pathways, and spawning grounds along Battle Creek.

¯ Sacramento fall run and late fall-ran chinook salmon. The proposed project benefits late fall-run
and fall-run chinook salmon by protecting spawning habitat from degradation and human
disturbance and by protecting shaded riverine aquatic habitat. In addition, the project provides
critical halYttat for the pac’~f~c lamprey, other native resident fish and neotropical migratory birds.

¯ lnstr~am and shadedrtverine aquatic habitat.The proposed project protects excellent shaded
riverine habitat that exists largely in its natural stale. Protecting extensive shoreline vegetation
provides woody debris and leaf and insect drop and supports the survival and health ofjuvehile
salmon and resident fishes.

Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Protection 6
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Key Stressors
The proposed project addresses key stressors affecting the Battle Creek ecosystem

¯ Channel form changes: Loss of existing riparian habita~ Loss of riparian habitat acts as a
stressor by reducing food supplies for fish and wildlife, eliminating shaded riverine aquatic
habitat, reducing channel complexity, and eliminating cover and nesting habitat, The proposed
project addresses these stressors through the acquisition of fee or easement interests in key
rlpar~an parcels and permanently protects existing ha’ffitat

Land use: Grazing and developmenL Grazi~ and development impacts can include toss of
riparian habitat, increased erosion, and decreased water quality. New development and its
associated wells and septic systems would likely haterrupt and degrade underground water flows
that feed freshwatez springs and the creek. The proposed project intends to address these
srressers by providing permanent habitat protection through restrictions in the conservation
easements that will limit grazing and development in the riparian areas, q3~is will reduce the
adverse impacts on the rhaarian and aquatic habitat areas~

By protecting existing riparian, aquatic and associated terrestrial habitats before their loss or de~’adatlon,
we can knprove the long-term sustainabillty of natural production of aaadromous fish populations. Failure
to protect existing habitat could allow changes ha land use resulting in negative impacts that would
eventually require costly restoration and potential loss of freshwarar springs.

Zinkages
The project raee~s multiple objectives of both the CALFED ~cosystem Restoration Program Plan and the
CVPIA Anadromous Fish P.estoratlon Program by protecting important riparian and freshwater fish
habitat. In particular, tlds project complements and builds on the Battle Creek Restoration Project. W~h
critical fi~nding support from CALFED, the implementation of the Battle Creek R.estoration Projevt will
~ncrease instrasm flows along 42 riffles nfBa~le Creel~ remove five diversion dams, install fish ladders
and screens at the three tem;(lmn~ diversion dams~ and establish an adaptive matlagement plan. To
support the eeosystam objectives of the Battle Creek Restoration Project for Battle Creek. The Nature
Conservancy has eo~ra~itted to help raise $3 million in private funds to complete and implement the
project. The proposed proje~ also complements conservation efforts by the Bureau of Land Managemem
downstream and adds to the corridor of protected habitat vf~thin the Battle Creek watershed

The proposed project is part of a comprehensive effort to restore and protect a eenfmuous corridor of
riparian, aquatic, and upland habitat along key tributary streams of the Sacramento River, including Deer,
Mill, and Battle Creeks. The Nature Conservaney’s efforts have been supported by previous grants from
CALFED and CVPIA To date the Conservancy has protected 3,395 acres along Deer and 1wfill Creeks
and is negotiating easements or fee acquisitions on a~aother 4.062 acres [n addition, we have initiated
revagetation projects on Mill Creek and Dye Creek in coordination with the Mil! Creek Conservancy and
the Los Molinos Unified School District.

The Nature Conservancy is also worldng with the US. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Wddlife
Conservafton Board to acquire /15.000 acres to date} and restore (2,640 acres to date lands ales8 the
Sacramento River. These efforts have been supported by CALFED as wel[ in order to create and maintain
the natural channel and bank conditions necessary to achieve large, self-sustaining populations of
anadromous
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The proposed project addresses Ecosystem Restoration Program Objectives for the North Sacramento
Valley Ecological Zone as described in Volumes 1 and 2 of the ERPP:

¯ Riparian and Riverine Aquaac Habitats (Vol.l, pp. 147-154). The vision for ripafian and
r[verine aquatic habitats is to protect and increase the amount and quality of riparian trees,
shrubs, he~bacenus growth and orga~aic matter in order to create a complex vegetaflon corridor
that provides shaded rivefine aquatic cover for anadromous fish specie9 and other associated at
risk plant and animal species indudlng the pacific lamprey and valley elderberry longhorn beetle.
In areas of Battle Creek, there are still several large, private landholdings that have served to
protect an intact riparian habitat.

Freshwater Fish Habitat and Essential Fish Habitat (Vol. 1, pp. 155-159 and 160-163)(Vol.2,
pp.209). Battle Creek has flowing freshwater fish habitat supporting salmon and steclhead ~rout
as well as essential fish h.~ilat. Many of the properties along Battle Creek also support
fi’eshwater springs that supply cold water to the creek. This project supports these habitats by
protecting and maintaining h~doitat connectivity and complexity through the prevention o£
development and degradation of the riparian mid associated terrestrial t~tbitat.

The proposed project implements the recommended Programmatic Aet’tons described in the ERPP by
(a) cooperatively negotiating long-term agreements with local landowners to maintain riparian
colra~aunities (Vol.2, pp. 215) and (b) supporting the preliminary Battle Creek watershed community
strategy (which will be completed in June 1999) to protect riparian vegetation through conservation
easements and supporting the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy’s consideration of land activities
and th(tr impacts on natural processes and the long term health of the watershed (Vol.2, pp. 215)

Compatibility ~ith non-ecosystem objectives
The proposed project does not cordlict with any CALFED non-eoosystem objectives, and in fact it
contributes locally to some of these objectives. For example, protection of riparian and surrounding
terrestrial halfltat can protect critical freshwater springs, reduce groundwater extraction, and improve
water quality.
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Technical Feasibility and Timing

The proposed project represents the best alternative for protection of key properties along Battle Creek
and its tributaries One of the expected benefits of the proposed project is providing permanent ecological
protection while retaining land in private ownership This approach is cost-effective and fosters
community support for watershed protection. The alternative of no action would provide no permanent
protection and could allow changes in land use resulting in negative impacts that would eventually require
cosdy res~oratlon and potential loss of freshwater spri~lgs

No permitting or environmental clearance is required to implei’nent the proposed acquisitions. All
properties or easements to be acquired will be reviewed regarding the condition of the title (e.g, liens,
encumbrances, or other factors which might limit enforcement of the conservation restrictions) and the
condition of the property (e,g, Phase I inspection for hazardous materials).

Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Protection

I --014861
1-014861



Monitoring Parameters and Data Collection Approach

The Nature Conservancy’s approach to testing this 0asumption is conducted at two levels described
below.

1) Imtfal Resource Asses~wl~nt

An initial resource assessment wiJl be conducted on all acquisitions and easements purchased, by The
Nature Conservancy. This "baseline monitoring" describes the condition of’the property at the time of
purchase and provides a starting data point on which initial stewardship and monitoring programs will be
based. In addition, these data are used to:

provide haformation for restoration planning, if needed
in the case of easement purchases, the initial assessment or "Easement Documentation Report"
provides a description of’the property at the time of purchase and is necessary for subsequent
legal co~npli~nce monitoring
provide a starting point from which future tranda can be determined and generate information
needed for larger scale plaiming and monitoring.

The parameters to be described and measured ha the initial assessment may include but are not limited to:
endangered species surveys, terrestrial and aquatic habitat type and condition r~mppin4g~ land uses and
infrastructure, bank protection, water uses and distribution, vegetation and animal species monitoring
transects, archeological smweys, and exotic spenies assessments. TNC will conduct these initial
assessments once during the 3 year grsnt cycle.

2) Monitoring Ecosystem Recovery by Irfitiating Cooperative Scientific Ventures

It is The Natuye Conservancy’s strategy at Battle Creek to help create and join with others to implement
large-scale ecosystem monitoring programs The Battle Creek Restoration Project offers an effective
monitoring forum for this creek. The Nature Conservancy has been working with the participants in th~
Bsttle Creek Restoration Project and is actively raising $3,000,000 in private funds to estsblish an
adaptive mansgement and monitoring program for Battle Creek. Securing private fends for management
and monitoring is a critical element of the agreement and the success of the Battle Creek Restoration
Project.

TNC is requesting $15,000 from CALFED to subcontract with the Point Reyes Bird Observatory
(PRBO) to establish neotropical bird monitoring on Battle Creek. Riparian habitat and bird monitoring
will follow the methodology in A Handbook of FieMMethadsforMonitoringLandbirds by C.J. Ralph e¢
al. (U.SD.A. Forest Service ]Publication, Gen. Tech. Rep. PSW-GTR-149, 1993) Bird monitorhag is a
ennrdinated effort with PRBO to understand the importance of tributaries to the greater Sacramento
River ecosystem.

In addifion~ the Conservancy will work with the U.S. Fistt and Wildlife Service to provide access for
salmon distribution and abundance monitoring on acquired properties. We plan to work with the Battle
Creak Watershed Co~ervancy, local landowners, and other organizations and agencies to develop a
freshwater springs monitoring plan.
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Hy pot hescs/Qtt~qt ten s to be Monitoring Parameters Data Evaluation Approach Comments!
Evaluated and Data �ollection Data l~ t-io i-it y

Approach

Conditions of t~ �~ra~n~ Site visits m~ t~de, S~nd~ inonit~nng fo~ts, Pun~ng Is
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Local Involvement

Conmaunity support of and coordination with local watershed plans and other restoration programs are
key aspects of the proposed project The Nature Conservancy works cooperatively with landowners and
the local watershed groups the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy, 3/fill. Creek Conservancy, and
Deer Creek Watershed Conservancy to develop and encourage community support for watershed
consetwatinn, afthe Conservancy has participated in the Battle Creek Working Group and in local
landowner meetings on land protection strategies in Shasta, Tehama, and Butte counties. ]n addition~
acquisition and revegetation activities on Deer and Mill Creeks are coordinated with similar efforts to
protect and restore riparian habitat along the main stem of the Sacramento Kivar. We are also working
with the Battle Creek and Mill Creek conset~aenies and the Point Keyes Bird Observatory (PILBO) on
developing mo~fitoring studies of bird populations along the creeks. For properties on which fee title
would be acqui~ ed as a result of this proposal, TNC would work with the U.S. 17ish and Wildlife Service
to provide access for anadromous fish monitoring.

Peggy McNutt of the Conservancy’s Ked Bluff office ~enerally discussed tins proposal with the Tehama
County Supervisors on April 6, 1999 ]~o cooceras were raised, and comments included suppor~ for land
protection that maintained the existing land use and payment of propetXy tares. Peggy McNutt also spoke
to ~Patricia Clarke. the Shasta County Supervisor representing the Battle Creek region of Shasta County.
~The attached letter was sam to both the Tehama County and Shasta County Supervisors

t~he Battle Creek Workang Group and the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy are organizations
interested in this project. The Battle Creek Watershed Conservmlcy supports the purchase of
conservation easemems, and a letter of support is attached. Peggy McNl~tl discussed the proposal with
the Battle Creek Worldng Group on March 30 1999. The group discussed the different indicators that
might be used to ilinstrate why these proposed acquisinoas a~o impel-taut, including the lael~ of new wells
ann septtc systems in the watershed

Represemauves of Thc Narrate Conservancy have met with the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy
Board and indivioual Imrdowners to dtscuss conservation easements. Peggy McNutt parti~pated in a land
protection cont’erence tlmt was held by the Tehama Resource Conservation District in March and was
attended by landowners. She will participate in an estate plarming conference in April

Bat~ [e Creek Riparian ~abitat Protection 12

I --014864
I-Oq 4864



Costs

Request: $2,819,980 including $2,500,000 of capital costs

lIudget costs:
Direct salary and benefits of $109,400 are calculated for all task~ described in the Scope of World.
Benefits are calculated at 35.7% of salary paid for hours worked in accordance with our Negotiated
Indirect Costs P, ate Agreement (NICKA) fringe benefit rate.
Service Conla’acts ors 119,200 for conservation easement acquisition include the costs of appraisals,
surveys, and phase 1 assessments, all of which will be obtained f~om a group of vendors that the
Conservancy uses on a regular basis and pays from hlvoice rather than through a written contract Pt
Reyes Bird Observatory has been identified as the subcontractor for nentropical bird monitoring and is
included in the $62,200 stewardship and monitoring line item. We will solicit competitive bids for other
services obtained through subcontracts.

Material costs of $2,500,000 are estimated capital costs for purchase of conservation easements. Actual
costs for each property will be based on appraisals. Other coats incurred in acquisition of conservation
easements are inc!aded in Service Contracts

Overhead and indlreet costs of $29,100 included in this proposal are 26.6 percent of direct salaries end
benefits only -- less than our approved lqICRA indirect cost rate, wkich is 20 percent of’total direct
project costs, including s~bcontracts but excluding the purchase price of any land interests. Application
of our approved rate would result in overhead of $58,160. As a result, the requested amount results in a
$29,060 cost savings to CALFED. The iudirect portion includes costs associated with general office
requirements and general staff" as wel] as legal and grants administration sta~

Separable tan’ks

If CALFED is able to offer only partial fimding for the project, the project appfica~ts would bc willing zo
revise the scope of the project accordingly, either by scaling down the projec~ end/or pursuing additional
funding sources.

Schedule milestones

FY1999-00 (Oct I 1999-Sept 30.2000~
¯ Negotiate contra~ts and easements with willing landowners. Close acquisition on at least two

parcels
¯ Implement start-up stewardshiF actions and develop biological monitoring plans on acquired

easemenl proper~ias

FY 2000-2002 (Oct 1.2000 - Sept 30. 2002~
¯ Negotiate contracts and easements with willing landowners Close acquisition on at least two

parcels
¯ Implement start-up stewardshil: actions and develop biological monitoring plans on acquired

easemen~ properties

¯ Establish compliance moratoring on acquired easement properties

Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Pr0tecdon 13
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TOTAL I~IIDG~T

Task           Direct Direct Service Material & ~iscellaneous Overhead Tota~ Co~t
Labor Salary & Contracts A~quisition and Other and
Hours Benefits Costs Direc~ Costs Indirect

Acquisition 7~8 24.000 I19.200 2,500~000 ~ 7.100 2,650.300 ~

Stewardship and ~,383 49.400 / 62,200 14,800 126,400
Monitoring IProject 928 30,000 7,200 43.2~

3,039 ~ 09,400    181.400 2,>00,00d 29A00 9.8/9.9~o /TO~A[,S

QUARTEI{LY BUDGET

Task Quarterly Quarterly Quarterly Quarterly Year 2 Year 3    TotalCost

Ocl Dec Jan 9�1ar Apt June J’ul-Sept Oct 00- Oct 01-
1999 2000 2000 201)0 Sep Ol Sep 02

Acquisition 1.127.550 2~ ~00 3,000 4.000 1.513.750 2.650.300

40

1 -

Stewardship and 5.200 26,200 22,400 39.800 32.8~33 126.400
Monitoring
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Cast-Sharing

There are no cost-share funds specifically conmxitted for the proposed project. However, to support
ecosystem objectives of the Battle Creek: Kestoration Project, the Conservancy bas committed to help
raise $3,000,000 from private sources for the adaptive management plan component of the Final
Agr0emant. In addition, other costs associated with the proposed land acquisitions, includin8 long-term
monitoring of easements and additional fi~nds needed for the purchase of the Brainerd proper~y, will be
raised by the Conservancy Prom other public and private sources.

To date. acquisition and revegetation activities in the Dye, Deer, and Mill Creeks project aree have been
suppoiXed by public and private funding totaling over $1,000,000. Fonds have come from publie and
private sources including the C~ntral Valley ~’roject Improvement A~t (AFRP), CALFED (Category Ill),
the National Fish and W~fldlife Foundation. the Mermen Foundation and the IL Foundation. The Nature
Conservancy continues to work with landowners along Deer, Mill, and Battle Creeks "~o purchase
conservation easemems and additional fimds from CALFED and other sources will be sought for future
acquisitions The Bureau oP Land Manasement is also working to acquire lands along the lower reaches
of Battle Creek

Battle Creek Riparian Habitat Protectioa 14
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Applicant Qualifications

The Nature Conservancy is an international, private, non-profit membership organization whose mission
is to presence plants, animals, and natural communities that represent the diversity of liYe on Earth hy
protecting the lands and waters they need to survive. The Conservancy has nearly 50 years of experience
in identifying, protecting, and managing significant natural areas. Its strength and reputation are built on
the policy and practice of applying lhe best consecration science available ~.nd of building pa~nerships
with local communities, private organizations, and public agencies to acNeve mutual conservanon goals.

The Nature Conservancy of California uses a wide varlet3 of tools to help forge solutions to conservation
issues. We employ the following four methods most fi-equently acquisition of land or conservation
easements, land management and restoration, land-use planning and eotfflict resolution, and communit3’
education and outreach

Several of The Nature Conservaney’s landmark ¢onservation projects have been supported by funding
from previous grants from CALFED and the Central Valley Project Improvement Act CVPIA) and its
Anadromona Fish Restoration Program, as wel! as additional public and private funding sources. These
prqieets include the following:

Cosnmnes River Project -- Sacramento and San Joaquin Counaes
Worldng with public agencies and private landowners, The Nature Conservancy has protected nearly
14,000 acres offloodplalil hzbitat, created more than t,000 acres seasonal wetlands, restored 850 acres
of riparian forest habitat, and implemented innovative levee set-back projects to restore natural channel
meander. "£he project enjoys broad public support and provides man3,’ opportm~ifies for local involvement
including punic visitation, rescarab, and cooperative management with neighboring farmers. In recent
years, The Nature Conservanay has begun wm king downstream, to include protection and restoration of
key parcels near the confluence with the Mokalumne River that are critical to lhe Bay-Delta ecosystem

Saer~tmento River Project -- Butte, Tehama~ Colusa Counties
An active participant in the SB 1086 process. The Nature Conservancy is collaborating with local
landowners and stakeholders to develop the Sacramento River Conservation Area. To date. 15,000 acres
tSave been protected and 2.340 acres restored~ supported by funding from many partners and sources.
including the U.S Fish and Wildlife Se~wice, California Wildlife Conservation Board, Department of
Wa~er Resources, nod or.hers. Through the site-specific management planning process, the Conservancy ~s
focusing on key sub-reaches of the river that are central to d~e implententation era limited meander
corridor, a ~gh-priority objective for SB 1086 and CALFED

Mill Creek, Deer Creek, Buttie Creek Butte, Tehama, Shasta Counties
These tributaries of the upper Sacramento River provide critical habitat for healthy populations of high-
priority anadromous fish species including steelhead trout and winter, spring, fall, and late fall run chinook
salmon. Protec~iion t~friparian parcels through the purchase of fee and easement interests is essential to
ensuring connectivity of habitat to the main stem of tile Sacramento River. Active restoration has also begun
on some of the protected parcels, with funding from CALFED and CVPIA and with the cooperation of lees
watershed conservancies

Battle Creek Riparian HabRar Protection                                                         1~
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April 15, 1999

Ross Tum~, C/mirmta
Bill Borror
Barbara M~er
Georg~ gusscll
Chafl¢s Willm-d
Tehama County Boarel of Supervisors
633 Washington Road
Red Bluff, CA 96080

Dear Board of Supervisors,

As I mentioned in our meeting oa April 6, 1999, I am writing to inform you of Tim Nature
Conser~aney’s intern to submit a prol~osal for funding under ~h~ 1;¢bruary 1999 CALFED Bay-Delta
Ecosystem Restoration Program. As you lmow, the CALFED Bay-Delta Prngram is a consonium of
State and Federal agencies whoso mission is to develop a long-term comprehensive plan that will
)’ester� ¢�ol0gica! hcahh tad imI~ro~ water mtaagement ~or the Bay-Delta system.

Our pmposexl project requests gunding for acquisition of conservetion easements on three key
properties in Tehama County along Battle Credo. ldanti~ed prop¢t~ies in T©harna County include:
lvi¢Campbal[ (approximately 1 ~.0 acres), Milhr (approximately 500 acres), anti poRious oft.he Jones
Ranch (approximately 3000 acres). The Miller and McCampbeil propertlts continue across the creek
into Shasta County anti I am writing to the Shasta County Board of Supervisors as w¢11 about tl~
proposal. In addition, I met with the B0acd of the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy who support
the proposal.

As we discussed, The Nature Conservancy has been actively engeged in conservation activities in
eastern Tehama county since the early 1980’s, and is committed to working cooperatively with
landowners, local organizations, and publio agencies In all conservation projects, The Nature
Conservancy works only with willing sellers.

If’you have any questions, please do not hesitate to comact me at (5~0~ 52%0410.

cc. George Robson, T~hamaCounty PlanningDepartmcnt
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Apd115, 1999

(~|er~ ]-lawea,
Da~d Kehoe
~ Fust
Mo~y W~l~n
P~d~ Cl~k~

1815 Yu~ fiWe~ Suite 1
~eddins, CA 96001

Dear Board of Supervisura,

I am wrh~ng to inform you of The Natur© Conservancy’s intent to submit a proposal for fundin8
under the FebruaPi 1999 CALFED Bay-Delta F~cosystem Restoration Program. As you know,
the CAI.~I~D Bay-Deka Progrern is a consortium of State and Federal agencies whose mission is
to develop a long-term compreher.sive plan ~at will re~ore ecologic~tl health and improve water
msm~gcmcnt for the Bay-Dekn system.

Since the early 1980’S, The Nature Conservan~ has bvcn a~ively engaged in conservation
acfivkies largely in eastern Tehama County, workin8 ~o prote~t key rangelands and riparian
habitat along five major tributaries to the Saeramemo River. One of those tributaries is Battle
Creek which includes land in both Shasta and Tehama Counties.

Our proposed projec~ requests fending for ~e proteaion of three key properties in $1msm County
along Beetle Creek. Identified properties in Sha~a County in¢lt~de: McCampbell
(approximately 1300 acres), Mt]ler (appsexima~e[y 1000 acres), and Brainerd (approximately ~0
acres). The Miller and McCampbell properties continue across the creek into Tehama Connty
and I am also v,-ri6ng to the Tchama County Bo~.~:l of Supra’risers about the proposal. In
addition, I met wi~h the Board of the Ba’~le Creak Watershed Conservancy who support the
proposal.

The Nature Conservancy plans to purchase a conservation easemenl on the M~ampbell and
Miller properties. The Brainerd prop~ty will be purchased and may ei~har be hc, id by Th~
Nature Conservancy or r~old with a von,scrvation easement. In all conservation proj~ts, "me
Nature Conservancy works only wi~h willin~ sell~ra and is committed ~o working cooperatively
with landowners, local organizations, and public agencies.
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I have discussed the proposst with Patricia Clarke and would be Esppy m attend a m~-tin~ of’the
~o~d of Supe~isors ~ well to ~n~ ~ptain ~he p~ Eyou ~ve ~y ~ ple~
do ~t hesitase ~o ~n~a~ me at (530] 527-0410.

~. S~t~ Cou~ Pl~Nng ~ent
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The Ba4tle C, reck Watershed Conservancy
PO BeX 606, MANTO~, CA 96l}59-0606

12 April 1999

Ms. Peggy McNutJ
The Nature Conservancy
33~ Elm Street
Red 8lull, CA 96080

Dear Ms. McNutt:

The Board of Directom of the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy has direotsd me to
express the support of the Conservancy for your CALFED proposal.

As you know, the goals of the Conservancy include "preserving the "environmental and
economic resources of the watershed." Through a long series of local community
meetings we have learned the obvious: what the people want most is to have the natural
values of the area - the scenery’, the ranches, the forests, the streams - remain the
same. After all, that is why most of the local residents decided to move here In the first
place.
Fortunately, "keeping thing~ more or less the same" is also good news for the
environment. The single factor most responsible for our dpadan areas being nearly
unspoiled, and lacking only water before they can support healty runs of spring/lul!!late-
fall/winter salmon (not to mention steelhead), is the fact that much of the most Impodant
dpadan areas of Battle Creek is in large ranch holdings. Many of these ranches have
bean in the same family since the turn of the century, and the ranchers have exhibited
an extraordinary sense of stewardship for their land,

These ranchers are having a hard time of It these days, and we need to do everything
we can to make It possible for them to keep doing "what they have been doing so well.
Chief among the things which we can and should do is to offer them compensation in the
form of conservation easements. At one blow this rewards them lor their good
stewardship, removes the danger ef future development, and reduces the value of their
land sufficiently that ranching becomes the optimal economic use well into the future.
For these masons we strongly support your application for CoiFed funding for the four
specific properties which you discussed with the Board on March 8th. We hope to
continue to work with TNC on conservation easements and related programs.
Sincerely,

Robert Lea
Secretary, Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy
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Compliance with Standard Terms and Conditions

The Nondiscriminatory Compliance Statement and Snnall Business Preference forms are
attached, as required under the Terms and Conditions oft he 1999 CALFED Proposal Solicitation
Package.

If state funds are used ftJr this project, the following appti~s: The applicants acknowledge the
requirement of the Standard Clauses for service and consultant service contracts for $5,000 and
over with non-pubIic entities, a~ described in the terms and conditions of the 1999 CALFED
Proposal Solicitation Package.

If federal funds arc used for this project, the folIo~vkng applies: While The Nature Conserv’ancy’s
systems comply ~vith OMB Circulars A 110, A-122 and A-133, our accounting systems do not
currently comply with all provisions of the cost accounting standards (which arc applicable to
federal procurement contracts). Therefore, the Conservancy would slrongly prefer a grant or
cooperative agreemenl, lxa addition, given the definitions in federal law, it would appear that this
type of project would most reasouably fall under a grant or cooperative agreement.
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NONDISCRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The company named above (hereinafter referred to as "prospective contractor") hereby cortifies, unless
specifically exempted, compliance with Government Code Section 12990 (a-f) and California Code of
Regulations, Title 2, Division 4, Chapter 5 in matters relating to reporting requirements and the
development, implementation and maintenance of a Nondiscrimination Program. Prospective contractor
agrees not to un!awfiflly discriminate, hara~ or allow harassment against any employee or applicant fox
employment because of sex, race, color, ancestry, religious creed, national origin, disability (including
I-IIV and AIDS), medical condition (cancer), age, marital status, denial of family and medical care leave

and denial of pregnancy disability leave.

CERTIFf, GATION

1, the official named below" hereby swear that I ara duly authorized to legally bind the prospective
contractor to tile above chtscribed cern’fication. I am fully aware that this certification, executed on the
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of petjury under the laws of the State of Californio.

I --01 4874
1-014874



The P~otarces Agency .~greement No.
DEPAP~TMENT OF WATER RESO~CES

ST~D~D C~USES --
S~ BUSINESS PREFE~NCE ~ CO~CTOR [DE~IFICATION ~BER

NOTICE TO ALL BIDDERS:

Section 14835. et. seq. of the California Government Code requires that s five percen~
preference be given to bidders who qualify as a small business. The re.lee and regulations
of this law, inc]udiRg the deffmition of a small business for the delivery of service, are contained
in Title 2, California Code of Regulations, Section 1896, et. seq. A copy of the regu]atiol~s m
available upon request. Questions regarding the preference approval prncess should be
directed te the Office of Small and Minority Business at (916) 322-5060. To claim the small
business preference, you must submit a copy of your certification approval letter with
your bid

Are you claiming preference as a small business?

Yes* x No

*Attach a ~opy of your certification approval letter.
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